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work in veterinary surgery at Iowa State Col-
lege, where he remained until 1927. At that time
he accepted the appointment as head surgeon at
the school of veterinary medicine, University of
Pennsylvania. In 1930 he was appointed dean of
the Veterinary College, a position which he filled
until his death.

As a lecturer and teacher Bemis was highly
regarded by students and colleagues. He served
on numerous committees in both state and na-
tional associations, the most important of which
was the committee on education of the American
Veterinary Medical Association. As chairman of
this committee he collaborated with the Rocke-
feller Foundation in a survey of veterinary edu-
cation in the United States. The data for this
report had been collected at the time of his death,
but the full report was assembled posthumously
and presented by his wife at the annual meeting
of the American Veterinary Medical Association
in August 1931. This report had'large influence
in the reorganization of veterinary colleges and
their curricula in the United States. Within two
years the first school in America inaugurated a
curriculum which required one year of pre-pro-
fessional collegiate training in the basic sciences,
and within five years the same requirement was
made by all the colleges of the United States.

Bemis died of pneumonia in his forty-eighth
year. He was twice married. His first wife, to
whom he was married on Jan. i, 1910, was Grace
May Loomis. She died in 1920 and on Aug. 15,
1923, he was married to Hazel Mary Harwood.
She and their two daughters, Mary Elizabeth
and Suzanne, survived him. His most substan-
tial contributions to veterinary surgery were the
technique which he developed for nerve block-
ing, and the use of local anesthesia in-both minor
and major surgical operations.

[See obit, notice in the Jour. Am. Veterinary Medic.
Asso., May 1931, report on veterinary education, Ibid.,
Nov. 1931, and Bemis's article, "The Veterinary Corps
of the Am. Expeditionary Forces/' Ibid., Apr. 1920;
Am. Men of Sci. Uth ed., 1928); C. H. Stance, Hist,
of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State Coll. (1929) ; Phila.
Inquirer, Apr. 5, 1931; Tribune-Times (Ames, Iowa),
Apr. 6, 1931.]
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BENSON, WILLIAM SHEPHERD (Sept.
2$, i855-May 20, 1932), naval officer, was born
on his father's cotton plantation in Bibb County,
Ga. He was the sixth child and third son of the
nine children of Richard Aaron and Catherine
Elizabeth (Brewer) Benson. His grandfather,
Aaron Benson, who was of English stock, emi-
grated to Georgia from Isle of Wight County,
Va., in 1818. After'attending the Alexander
School at Macon, William Shepherd at the age

Benson
of seventeen passed the examination for cadet-
midshipman at Annapolis. In June 1877 he was
graduated, ranking- thirty-sixth in a class of for-
ty-five. His first sea duly was performed on
board the Hartford, flagship of the Smith Atlan-
tic Fleet. In 1879, soon after attaining the rank
of midshipman, he was ordered to the Constitu-
tion, then making one of her last official cruises.
In 1881 he was promoted ensign and t\vo years
later served on board the \anlic when she visited,
Greenland in search of the Greely exploring
party. As a junior lieutenant he made a cruise;
around the world in the Dolphin, tSSS So, He
was promoted lieutenant in r8<)^ ; lieutenant com-
mander, 1900; and commander, 1905. In the
last-named rank he commanded the , lllumy, of
the Pacific Fleet, and was assigned to duty as
chief of staff of the fleet On July ^ KJOO, he
was made captain. From K)io to 1013 lie com-
manded the battleship Utah, one of the largest
vessels in the navy and lla^ship ot the Atlantic
Fleet, and was for a time (lag officer in command
of one of the divisions of the licet.
Alternating" with Benson's naval service afloat,
were various other duties common to his profes-
sion. He was with the Const and Geodetic Sur-
vey, in the Lighthouse Service, in Washington
with the Navy Department, and ni the Naval
Academy, where he was an instnielor, iScjo <){
and 1896-98; assistant to the commandant of
midshipmen, 1901-03; and commandant of mid-
shipmen, 1907-08. From 10.13 to 1915 IK* was
commandant of the Philadelphia navy yard. On
May 10, 1915, he was detached from the navy
yard and'orderecl to Washingiun as chief of naval
operations, a duty that largely determined the
rest of his career by opening up to him most un-
usual opportunities. Naval Operations was a
newly created office designed hy those* responsi-
ble for it to give the Navy Department a tech-
nical staff more or less corresponding with the
general staff of the army, but the object of the
office under Secretary of the Navy Jasrphus
Daniels was not fully realized. Benson organ-
ized the unit, assembled a small corps of able
assistants, and under the limits set by the Secre-
tary sought to prepare the navy for war. lie
carried through a new fleet organization, organ-
ized and centralized naval communications, by
means of a board of inspections made a study
of merchant vessels that might be used as auxil-
iaries, prepared plans for the improvement of the
navy yards, and laid in extra supplies of war
materials. What he did fell far short of what he
thought should have been clone. For six months
after the declaration of war he carried out a
policy of, first, protecting the American coast,